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* It may appear a little ſtrange, that a 


Letter of the following deſcription ſhould - 
3 by a Clergyman of the e 
of England, but I have my reaſons for 
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* and. ſuch as 1 eſteem a ſufficient juſti- 


benden of my condhif, and thereſore I 
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5 E preſent day way with 8 propriety 1 terme 
an evil day, when {chiſms and diviſions, both of a evil 
and religious nature, abound in ſociety, and the ſore jud- 
gements of God, by reaſon of every ſpecies of mutiphed 4 
crimes now practiſed among men, hang over our gay 
heads. God be merciful] to us, fnners; as a FRO aud 
as a nation, for our iniquities are many. 
To begin then, with the body of men generally terme 
both by themſelves and others, Methodiſt Preachers, i 


the general cuſtom of this body of men and has been 4 


| time paſt, to aſſemble together once in the year, ſometig 
at London, ſometimes at Leeds, &c. in order to con 
the more effectually about a variety of concerns; forte: 75 
which are beſt known to themſelves; for how, let me a 15 ; 
impartial part of mankind, is it poſſible for them to be 
known to others; ſince they remain for three! whole: 1 8 
every. Conference ſecluced from the world by Ada π.ü 
bars, where each individual Preacher, holding g 
hand, with one voice they all deelafe before Goth, EY 


that in the moſt ſolemn manner, that nothiug ſhall; 85 di- 


vulged that is revealed, or that mall be 2 18. nocd 


this then tantamount to the moſt lacred oath that enn pH. 


4 fibly proceed from the mguths of niagtals? But What de- 


ſign is hereby to be anſwered; who but hemſelveg can. tex . Mt 
O ye Miniſters of State, how is it that ye i 


ſo large a body of men to tranſact their -annnat; affgits- in 
10 eit and we may ſay clandeſtine a way Does the; LY 
- Goſpel of our Redeemer require this at their hands zl Tt? 
receflary to attempt the propogation of it h means; * 
- deceit and fraud? Are the ſublime dogrmes and precepts 
i contains transformed into a compound af dee 
fables; and muſt the public Teachers of thembe necethtatee 15 
plot, icheme & contrive, how, aud by what means gg ma 


3} = bes palm _— on the credulity of Wat 5 my Bene 
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could it in any wiſe be ſhewn, that the Apoſtles of old 
purſued a ſimilar mode of conduct, I-ſhould be ſtrongly 
inclined to think that Chriſtianity was conſidered by them 
in the light of a Fable, well -calculated to anſwer ſome 
vile and ſiniſter end. | 5 pity 


o 


In the next place; let us view this body 'of men as en- 


gaged in a moſt ſerious and expenſive ſuit with their own 
ple, in the High Court of Chancery; which circum- 
ace, O ſtrange to tell! happened not long ago, in order 
to wreſt the number of Chapels contained in the kingdom 
out of their hands. What was this but a moſt difingenu- 
ous attempt, big with injuſtice and with fraud Were not 
the chapels built by the people? Do they not belong to 


the people? They are the undoubted property of the peo- 


ple, And the late Mr. Weſley ſenſible of this, left them 
in the hands of a certain number of Truſtees, for the uſe 
of the people. Why then did the preachers, at leaſt a 
part of them, attempt in ſo baſe a manner, to wreſt them 
from them, and even expend ſo large a ſum on the occaſi- 


- 
6 * 
ww 


on? 1 


= to have diſperſed 2000]. and given it to the poor, out 
= of whoſe pockets, a part of. it at leaſt, had gone. But, 
the deſign of the preachers in this inſtance is ſufficiently 
plain. „ „„ 
1 et content in their humble ſtation, ſupplied with eve- 
xy neceſlary of life by their people, they were aiming at 
agrbitrary power; and like the wicked prieſts of the Romiſh 
Church, making haſty ſtrides towards Lording it over the 


conſciences of men. 


Enough indeed might eaſily be faid on this head; and 


ume of theſe preachers of righteouſneſs, for I would 
gladly hope there is a difference among them, have led 


they would ſubmit to the rules of their body, and join 
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Would it not have anſwered a more benevolent purpoſe : 


various examples produced, where the haughty ſpirit of 


them to tell one male here and. a female there, that except 


L their Society, their ſalvation was dubious, if not wholly” | 
F impoſſible. Even a celebrated preacher whoſe name 4s | 
Dass, was pleaſed totermthe different ranks of men and h. 
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men, who. often LT their public miniſtry, and even 
contribute pretty freely to their ſupport, the. ſcaffolding Þ 
only to the Methodiſt building, which when the building 
was complete, would be taken down and burnt, merely 3 
-. becauſe their names were not inſcribed on the ſacred leaves 
of their records. ? 
O ye preachers of the Nene Golpel of Teſts; ye pi- 
ous followers of the Lamb, know ye what ſpirit ye are of Þ: 
Lay your hands upon your own mouths, . kiſs the duſt - 
and be dumb. 
In the third place, Jet us conſider this ay of men as 
giving countenance to and encouraging a number of raw, 
Uliterate young men to ſtand forward in public, and held 
attempt to guard mankind from all errors in Theology, 
and to lead them ſafely on in the : beavenly paths of peace. 
Is this let me aſk, confiſtent with reaſon ? Is this accord. 
ing to the Goſpel of Chriſt ? Is this agrecable to the whole- 
{ome advice of St. Paul on this head? Hear him exclaim, © 
lay hands ſuddenly on no man. Even the Deacons, a lo 


order in the Church, were in his opinion ſirſt to be ph i 


ed, then, ſays he, let them uſe the office of a Deacon. 

well, being found 8 Likewiſe alſo muſt their 

Mives be blameleſs, full. of all good Fruits and all god 
works, But in the prel e we behold a contrary mode 
of conduct adopted, a 


by many approved. We ſee 


number of ignorant youths,, without fear or dread, and in 


no wile awed by the importance of the work, ſtand forward 
and attempt to guide mankind amidſt a great variety ot 
rocks on which they are liable to ſplit, to the regions of | 
eternal repoſe. But what ſays Paul more on this lubjeck? 1 
Not a novice, leſt being puffed up with pride, he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil... And 1s not Broge the cer- | 
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reaſon to expect? ifoing fates it may be, a very humble 
tation in life; at once they find themſelves transformed 
into preachers of righteouſneſs, and then clad in he ble 
hue, ſtiled by the honourable appellation of Sir; and exe if 


alted before a numerous audience, they quickly. begin 40 


ane that even the Ladies admire them; the certain L- of 


* 
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nene of which is Pride, and the worſt kind bf prids, 
that which ig Spiritual. 


I would not, however, be underſtood, es if my opinion 5 


was that none ſhould preach the goſpel but ſuch whole 
heads have been adorned with the hands of a pious and 
learned Prelate: but it is my opinion, that none ſhould 
. preach the goſpel, but ſuch as are legally authoriſed, and 
whoſe abilities are known to be equa] to the work ; other- 


"wiſe the goſpel of Chriſt may fall into contempt, od the 


torrent of atheiſm, deiſm, ſocinianiſm, libertiniſm, and 
enthufiaſm, burſt forth in the world with redoubled fury. 

O ye Magiſtrates, ſee to it, and eſpecially at this time, 
what kind of men they are to whom ye grant your Licence 
to preach the Golpcl. It is of vaſt importance to 
ſociety at large, and the intereſt of the true church 
of Chriſt, Alſo let me entreat you to exert your autho- 
rity to retard the haſty ſteps of thoſe who are not deſigu- 
ed by God or man for the purpoſe. 

Let me now take a curſory view of the moral characters 
of this body of men. + Their doctrines I ſhall not attempt 
to explain, and it would not be well in me raſ/hly to aſperfe 
the characters, of ſo many pertans, and charge them prom/- 


1 450 with immoral practices. The conduct however of 


"too many individuals, is not in this relpect, of the moſt 
"pleaſing nature.—W itneſs the example of one of them 


being once known to fell his Horle for the large ſum ef 


© Forty Pounds, and then .inftamily ſolicit the people for 
money wherewith to procure another —Witnefs Affiſtant 
Preachers, as they are termed, obliging their younger 
brethren, to uſe their utmoſt exertions in the diſpoſal of 
Books, by means of which a confid-rable profit in the 
courſe of the year has accrued, which the worthy fathers 
have monopolized to Hewes regardleſs of thoſe who 
have er formed the drudgery.— Witneſs the conduct of 
"SOME of them toward kv EN the wives and daug liters of their 


-holpitable hoſts. Gladly wou'd I however, hope better - 


things of many, or even a principal part of eln neither 


mould have noticed this circumſtance, had it not? been 


kor their att Emapts to fereen"matters of this nature When 


Ul 
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4 have happ:ned. Whatever then of 4 kind may 
have taken place in days and years that are Paſt, let them 


for the future beware; otherwiſe the keen eyes of men 


will be upon them, and they will fall into diſgrace.” 
Add to the foregoing particulars, the conduct manifeſted 


by them in the expulſion of the late ALEXANDER KILUAM. 


Mr. Kilham was him ſe fone of them, but was expelled from 
their body, merely for his attempts to bring about a 
reform in what he eſteemed among them infufferable abuſes. 
Hear the diſmal account of Hs expulſion in his own Words. 


x 


% After I had ſerved the ConneQGion,” fays he, Twelve 4 
years, and the preachers never attempted to charge me 


with any thing immoral, yet they turned me out, without 


allowing me a fingle farthing to help myſelf with. They 


only gave me back what I had ſubſcribed to the Preachers 


Fand, without allowing me any intereſt. * My wife had 


not received a farthing for quarterage for eight years, tho” 
many preachers' wives, who have two or three times her” 
income, receive their quarterage regularly, as tho' they 


had not a ſhilling in the world. By not taking her quar- 


terage ſhe ſaved the connection Ninety-fix pounds, belifles” 
what ſhe ſaved in frugality and good management. And 
yet they turned her out of houſe and harbour without” 
allowing her one ſhilling either to remove from Alnwick,” 
or to begin houſe keeping with any where. 
quarter we went to Mancheſter Mr.” Rutherford wanted 


to make it an article in a Leaders! Meeting that no perſon 


8 


| ſhould have a Ticket who circulated or read my books, 5 
heard me preach, or gave me any ſupport.“ 
O ye ſpiritual tyrants, (for ſurely your conduct towards 


your late brother Mr. Kilh am, juſtifies the e ) who 


aflume the garb ogPiety in the eyes of men, & are clad in the 
robe of Saints, may it pleaſe God to Yes: me from the 


CRUELTY of your proceedings. ' May it pleaſe God aſt? 
to ſave me from the ways and attrocious 47 of son 


| of your people. Sor I. ſay, for I would glad ¹ope 
there is a material difference, otherwiſe 2 God be” mercitut - i 


to us! = 
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are in the Methodiſt connection, whom I conſider as the 
gubtileſt of men.—Men capable of almoſt any thing. - Men 
FORMED apparently to DECEIVE, whole inward parts are 
VERY WICKEDNEsSs, of whom from fatal experience, Iwan 
mankind to beware. | | 


LASsTIx, let us loo't at this body of men as attempt- 


ing to beget and cheriſh in their people a ſpirit of en- 


thuſiaſm, which at this moment rages exceedingly. This 
ſpirit appeared at times in the days of Mr. Weſley ; wit- 
neſs thoſe parts of his Journals where he mentions his 
people, a few of them at leaſt, ſpeaking of. the b ood of 
Chriſt trickling down theif arms, and running down their 
throats. It was, however, pretty much diſcountenanced 
both by him and his brother, and eſpecially his brother, 
who informed the late Lord Mansfield, that his only mo- 


tive for continuing with the Methodiſts. was to prevent. 
their running into extremes. But the Welleys are remo- 


ved from the earth, and the ſpirit of enthuſiaſm now ra - 
ges in ſome parts without control to tie diſhonor of all 
who foment and cheriſh- it. Witneſs the prayers, the 
Shrieks, the basþhemies that abound on every fide. 
Witneſs theſe people imploring the Deity to give them 


new wind-pipes, and requiring him to behold their zeal, 


which ,ſometimes occaſions the pewter with aſtoniſh- 
ment and amaze, to dance on the ſhelves: witneſs” the 


conduct of females falling into. a ſtate of frenzy, and in 


a moment ſinking to the earth, as if about to breathe 


their laſt, Witneſs the terms Holy, praiſe the Lord, Hal- 


' Ielujah, Amen, and the like iſſuing from a great variety 


of mouths at one time, and in one place. Witneſs wo- 
men being ſometimes ſeen in extremely indelicate poſtures, 


with various other matters that might eafly be advanced 
on the ſubje&. Is then a conduct like this to be encou- 


raged? Some of the Methodiſt Preachers diſlike it, and the 
diſcerning part of the people are aſhamed of 1t.—— Well 


they may— It is the ſpirit of Enthuſiaſm : It has its riſe 


in the animal nature, and Satan being transformed into 


an Angel of light, begins to affift ia the wdyk, and eaſily 


makes the deladed people think it eguredly is the Hily 


** 


TH 


Ghoſt: But "what is LR if worſe can be, theſe very 
perſons, ſome of them at leaſt when put to the proof, are 
found ſtrangely deficient. in thole moral virtues and duties - 
that are eſſential to Religion, and the ornament of the 
- Chriſtian profeſſion; on which account the pure Goſpel 


of Chriſt ſinks into contempt, which. is the end Satan de- 


| - fires to ſee anſwered by means like theſe, 


It is the ſame; ſpirit; that prevailed in the days of Crom f 
well, both in this kingdom and Scotland. This ſpirit it 
was that eauſed the deluded Fanatics of that day, peremp- _ 


torily to tell the great I AM, the ſupreme Ruler of the 


Univerſe, that except he would give them the victory ſo 


and ſo, he no longer ſhould be their God. This ſpirit 


it was that occaſioned that amiable young man of high 
birth, Lord Montroſe, to be inſulted, hanged, and quarter- 
ed, and that wrought 3 in the Scotch Divines when they fo 


. loudly 1nveighed againſt ſuch of the people who diſcovered 


the leaſt ſymptoms of grief on the occaſion; terming thoſe 
emotions the effects of rebel nature.—This ſpirit then Fu 
my opinion is to be oppoſed, as it appears a few de 8 
only removed from the ſtrange delufion that ſeis che 
breaſt of Naylar in the days. of Cromwell, and cauſed him 


publicly to declare that he himſelf was Jeſus Chriſt. O 


ye pious and diſcerning Methodiſts, for ſuch 1 truſt there are, 


| how is it ye do not check a conduct ſuch as this? It is 
a reproach to your body and ſerves to bring vo into 


contempt. 
But do not you, ſay ſome, admit the work of Grace 


on the heart? As much as any man in the world: 


and I pray God it may increaſe in the earth. But the work 
of grace is one thing, and the work of enthuſiaſm another. 


The two ſpirits are oppoſite to each other in their nature 
and in their effects. The ſpirit of Enthufiaſm is a boilter- 7 
dus ſpirit - operating in the animal frame, and fomented 
by Satan tall it rages beyond all bounds; , whereas the 


ſpirit of the Goſpel 1s the pirit of humility, of purity, of 


love, and of a sound mind; its nature is like unto God, 


and its effects are lovely; Truth is found in the inward 


Parts of him who polſeſſes it, and diſſimulation is no 


Ih» 


Fl. TS), = 
more. It makes a man behave as a chriſtian in every . 
condition in life, whether as a huſband, a wife, a pa- 
rent, a, child, a maſter, a ſervant, a ruler, or a ſubject. 
In ſhort, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
venerable, whatſoever things are just, whatſover things are 

pure, whatſover things are lovely and of good report, are 

the happy effects of it, And the only certain proof of its 
exiſtence ; whoever thefi are found to walk. according to 
this Rule, Churchmen, Methodiſts, or Difſenters, mercy 
be on them, and on the Iſrael of God. 4 

Since then you have taken the liberty of expatiating ſo 
largely on the conduct of Methodiſt Preachers, hat have 
you to ſay reſpecting your brethren of the eſtabliſhed 

Church? are they in point of doctrine, and of practice. 
pure as the babe that's unbdrn, and immaculate as a ſheet 

of white paper?” we fear not. . T5 
I) he clergy of the eſtabliſhed church may, in my hum- 
ble opinion; as a body of men, be divided into three feve- 
ral clafſes. | e e 
. , ThexiRsT are thoſe who believe, what I eſteem to be the 
pure doctrines of the Goſpel, who uniformly preach them 
to their people, and whoſe lives are agreeable to the ſame. 
Theſe doctrines are, the depravity of human nature, in all 
its parts; the atonement, which neceſſarily implies the idea 
; bf a Trinity, and the Godhead of Chriſt ; Juſtification by 
aith in the day of a ſinner's converſion : and the work of 
grace on the heart; a renewal of ſoul in knowledge, u. 
rigteouſneſs and true holineſs, in order to our walking 
wWorthy of the goſpel. Theſe I believe to be the doctrines 5 
of the New Teſtament, of Jeſus Chriſt. and his Apoſtles. 
The Reformers undoubtedly conſidered them as ſuch, and 
therefore we find them exprefſly'contained in the Articles 
and Homilies of our Church. Thoſe of the clergy then, 
who abide by theſe doctrines, who preach them to their 
people, and whole lives are agreeable to them, act conſiſ- 
tently. with their ation, and have no reaſon in anywiſe 

to be aſhamed ; may it pleaſe God to increaſe their number. 

O ye Biſhops! is it not your duty to ordain men like 

ele 1 the church. Men full of faith and of the holy 
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ſpirit humble, pious, learned, and diſintereſted men! 


Men whoſe lives are an ornament to their profeſſion, and 


who are without guile before God: and to countenance 
thoſe already ordained of a fimilar deſcription. Be aſſu- 
red that ſuch men are deſerving of your attention. They 
are the ſalt of the earth, and the light of the world, 

The szconDp claſs of clergymen are thoſe who may be 
ee in the light of moral men, and who teach a 
ſyſtem of morality, and morality only, to their people. 

This part of the clergy, tho on a variety of accounts, they 
may be eſteemed as worthy men, and uſeful members of 
ſociety, cannot be conſidered as properly qualified for the 
tations they are in.— They are not ſufficiently verſed in 
the doctrines of their own church, they do not preach them 


to their People: it may be they oppoſe them; conſequently: - 


can have no juſt claim to the ſacred office they have fo: 
precipitately aſſumed. The moral part of the clergy. may 
perhaps be offended with me, for uttering aſſertions like 
© theſe, but my ſentiments are ſuch, and 1 eſteem it my 


duty to divulge them: It is not, however, my deſign in 


anywiſe to affront them 


The TIRO deſcription of clergymen, are thoſe, who, tho” 


their doctrines may be moral, are often reduced to the fad © 
neceſſity of telling their people to do as they: ſay, and not 
as they do. Of this deſcription, ſad necellit y compels me 
to ſay, there are too many. Alas, alas! a wicked prieft } 
.a,drunkard, a blaſphemer, a prophaner of the, Lord's holy 
day, a gambler, a debauch:e [what a character! ſuch 
prieſts are not only a diſhonour to their profelhon, büt a 


diſgrace to humanity and the devil's molt faithful factors. | 


. 
N 
8 
* 


They corrupt the morals of their people, and hinder the 


ſpread of Religion in the world. Woe unto ſuch, for they 
have followed the ways of Cain, a ran greedily after the 


error of Balaam. Their God is their belly, their glory is in 3 


their ſhame, and their only concern is about earthly things. 


O ye Biſhops, is not the time come to take cognizance- 
of ſuch men! muſt they ſtill be ſuffered to defile thoſe 
ſacred robes with which they are clad, as a badge of their 
profeſſion, and a mark of their high-calling ? you wilt ner 
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Ain this caſe be clear, in my opinion; at the great day f 
Bod. Theſe men are one great caufe of all the ſchiſme 
Aud immoralities in the world,” and cauſe the torrent of 

deiſm, libertiniſm, and enthuſialm, to flow more rapidly. _ 


When i | | 
IAS TIL x, permit me juſt to obſerve, that many clergy- 
"Men might better attend to their duty were it not for the 
diſadvantages that attend them in point of accommodation; 
how is it practicable for the moſt pious and active clergy- . 
„„man to attend his duty as he ought; in various parts of 
"this Kingdom. Many country churches there are, to which 
| . belon no houſe, or worfe' than none; no ſmall parcel of 
land for the ſupport of a cow, no income, no accommoda- 


. 


_thodiſts and others, gain an advantage over the eſtabliſhed 
= DO ye Biſhops, is it nothing to you, that the caſe ſhould 
be thus? are not ye concerned for th&.abje& ſtate of your 
| Þ. Younger brethren? ye miniſters of Stake, is it nothing to 
Hou? ye magiſtrates and men of opulence is it nothing to 


5 men 
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A large ſum of money, it is ſaid, is in the hands of 
the governors of the bounty of Queen Ann, which if 
properly diſpoſed of, might be of great ſervice to man 
| 2 churches.—If this be ſo, ſuch as are guilty nat be 
devs „ * 
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Surely, if in this life only, ſuch preachers of tbe 
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